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Desert  Sands  Unified  School  District 

83-049   AVENUE   46      •      INDIO,    CALIFORNIA   92201       •      (714)    347-0901 


March  13,  197^ 


Director 

The  Lincoln  Historical  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir: 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  cony  of  the  program  that 
occurred  on  February  11,  107*1  in  honor  of  President 
A,  Lincoln  at  the  LincoLn  Intermediate  School  in 
Palm  Desert,  Calif. 

You  will  note  that  Mr.  Carl  Haverlin  was  our  guest 
sneaker.  He  has  since  informed  me  that  you  would 
oerhaps  be  interested  in  learning  about  this  ceremony. 

To  assist  you  in  this,  I  am  enclosing  several  news 
clippings. 

If  you  are  Interested  and  would  like  more  information 
about  the  bust,  nedestal,  any  asnect  of  the  ceremony, 
or  the  sculntor,  Mr.  Katchamakoff ,  olease  contact  me 
and  I  would  be  delighted  to  respond.  We  at  Lincoln 
School  feel  very  honored  to  have  such  a  fine  monument 
to  Mr.  Lincoln  on  our  campus  and  are  pleased  to  share 
this  with  you. 


Sincerely, 


Doris  Turpin,  Principal 

Lincoln  School 

7^  100  Rutledge 

Palm  Desert,  Calif.  022^0 
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"Without  the  assistance 

of  the  Divine  Being, 

I  cannot  succeed .... 

/  bid  you  an  affectionate 


u 
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February  11,1861 

Springfield,  Illinois 

A.  Lincoln 


About 
the 
sculptor  .  .  . 

Atanas 
Katckamakoff 


When  I  was  a  boy  in  Bulgaria  just  beginning  to  enjoy  drawing, 
painting  and  modeling,  I  was  hearing  wonderful  tales  of  America.  It 
was  described  as  a  golden  land  with  farms  richer,  mountains  vaster, 
spaces  wider,  and  cities  larger  and  more  beautiful  than  our  own.'  Tales 
were  told  of  its  great  events  and  famous  men. 

Though  I  learned  to  admire  them  all  —  Washington,  Jefferson, 
Whitman,  Poe,  Edison  and  deforest,  it  was  in  Abraham  Lincoln  that  I 
had  the  greatest  interest.  I  decided  then  that  when  I  was  grown  I'd 
create  some  likenesses  in  his  honor. 

Over  the  years  I  have  done  so,  carving  in  mohagony,  as  a  boy  in 
Kentucky,  fishing  and  going  to  school  with  his  sister;  as  a  young  man 
splitting  rails  in  Illinois  and  as  President  at  Gettysburg.  Today  I  will 
have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  here  unveiled  his  bust  in  bronze  on  which 
I  lavished  special  care. 

I  studied  his  life  masks  and  more  than  125  photographs  for  months 
and  read  many  eye  witness  descriptions  of  him  before  starting  to  work 
with  the  clay.  During  this  time,  I  came  to  realize  why  our  affection  for 
him  continues  to  increase  with  passing  years. 

It  is,  I  think,  because  ive  hold  him  as  the  embodiment  of  America's 
ideals  and  virtues  with  all  those  qualities  which  we  seek  in  others  and 
hope,  in  some  degree  at  least,  to  possess  ourselves. 

More  Lincoln  statues,  busts  and  memorials  stand  throughout  the 
world  than  have  been  erected  in  the  honor  of  any  other  man  —  some  160 
in  the  United  States  alone. 

The  first  of  them  was  dedicated  in  San  Francisco  on  April  14,1 866. 
It  stood,  until  it  was  destroyed  in  the  earthquake  of  1906,  before  a  gram- 
mer  school  which,  too,  was  named  after  him. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  SCHOOL     —     PALM  DESERT,  CALIFORNIA 
FEBRUARY  11,  1974 


Overture 

Presentation  of  the  U.S.  Flag 

Flag  Raising 

Pledge  of  Allegiance* 
As  reviewed  by  Red  Skelton 

Invocation 

Greetings 

Welcome 

Master  of  Ceremonies 

Selected  Music 

Tribute 

Dedication 

Reading 

Unveiling 

Accepting  the  Bust 

Benediction 


Dedication    Program 


29  Palms  Marine  Band,  M/Sgt.  J.  S.  Castillo,  Director 

Dan  Hollingsworth,  Dist.  Rep.  for  Congressman  Victor  Veysey 

U.  S.  Marine  Corps  Color  Guard 

Charles  Harris,  President,  Student  Council 

Rev.  Kenneth  D.  Savage,  Pastor,  University  Baptist  Church 

Dr.  Harold  Schoenfeld,  Superintendent,  D.S.U.S.D. 

Doris  Turpin,  Principal,  Abraham  Lincoln  School 

Henry  B.  Clark,  Mayor,  City  of  Palm  Desert,  California 

29  Palms  Marine  Band 

Carl  Haverlin,  Past  President,  Broadcasting  Music  of  America 

At  anas  Katchamakoff,  Sculptor 

Paul  Lemcke,  Vice  President,  Student  Council 

Margaret  Brito,  Representative,  Student  Council 

George  Mitchell,  Board  President,  D.S.U.S.D. 

William  Morris,  President,  Lincoln  School  Parents'  Club 

Dr.  Dean  W.  Miller,  Pastor,  Palm  Desert  Community  Church 

"GOD  BLESS  AMERICA" 


•Permission   granted    by   Red   Skelton 

Sincere  and  deep  appreciation  for  the  participation   of  Brigadier  General   William  G.  Joslyn,  Commanding  General,   29   Pal 

the  Marine  Corps  Band  and  the  Marine  Corps  Color  Guard. 


Marine  Corps   Base, 


DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS  . . . 

Mayor  Roger  M 


HONORED  GUESTS 


MESSAGES  FROM 


Harlow,  City  of  Indio,  California 
Mayor  and  Mrs.  Henry  B.  Clark,  City  of  Palm  Desert,  California 
Mayor  William  Rawitzer,  City  of  Rancho  Mirage,  California 
Mayor  and  Mrs.  Joe  Young,  Indian  Wells,  California 
Mr.  Carl  Haverlin,  Past  President  of  Broadcasting  Music  of  America 
Dr.  Don  F.  Kenny,  Superintendent,  Riverside  County  School  District 
California  State  Senator  W.  Craig  Biddle 

Supervisor  A.  A.  McCandless,  Riverside  County  Supervisor,  Fourth  District 
Mr.  Dan  Hollingsworth,  District  Representative  for  Congressman  Victor  V.  Veysey 
Mr.  George  T.  Mitchell,  Board  President,  D.S.U.S.D. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atanas  Katchamakoff 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Morris,  President,  Lincoln  School  Parents'  Club 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford  Henderson,  Founder  of  Palm  Desert 

Mrs.  Cyria  Henderson 

Mr.  Noel  Brush,  Mayor  Pro-Tern,  City  of  Palm  Desert 

Mr.  James  McPherson,  Council  Member,  City  of  Palm  Desert 

Mrs.  Jean  Benson,  Council  Member,  City  of  Palm  Desert 

Mr.  Chuck  Aston,  Council  Member,  City  of  Palm  Desert 

Dr.  Fern  Stout,  President,  College  of  the  Desert 

Brigadier  General  K.  B.  Rohrer 

Commander  Clyde  Ernst,  USN,  Ret. 

Mr.  Kermit  O.  Martin,  Board  Vice  President,  D.S.U.S.D. 

Mr.  Raymond  R.  Garcia,  Board  Member,  D.S.U.S.D. 

Mr.  L.  Wayne  Purves,  Board  Member,  D.S.U.S.D. 

Mrs.  Beverly  H.  Sfingi,  Board  Member,  D.S.U.S.D. 

The  Honorable  Gerald  Ford,  Vice  President,  United  States  of  America 
His  Excellency,  Ronald  Reagan,  Governor,  State  of  California 


Daily  News  for  Palm  Desert 


Indio,  Calif.   Feb.  13,  1974 


Lincoln 
Statue 
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By  EVELYN  YOUNG 

Dailv  News  Staff  Writer 

PALM  DESERT  —Abraham! 
Lincoln's  birthday  was  cele- 1 
brated  Monday  by  the  student 
body  and  the  teachers  of  Lincoln 
School  with  love  and  honor  as  a 
bronze  bust,  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  unveiled  at  the  intermediate 
school  which  bears  his  name. 

In  an  impressive  ceremony  I 
the  bronze  head  of  Lincoln,  I 
donated  by  La  Quanta  sculptor 
Atanas  Katchamakqff,  was 
accepted  by  the  Desert  Sands 
Unified  School  District  board 
president  George  Mitchell  and 
by  William  Morris,  president  of 
.  Use  Lincoln  School  Parents  Club. 

Representing  the  school  were 
student  council  president 
Charles  Hams;  vice  president 
Paul  Lemeke,  and  Margaret 
Brito,  Gu-1  Scout,  who  unveiled 
the  statue. 

The  Marine  Band  from 
Twentymne  Palms  provided  the 
music  for  the  occasion  and  for 
the  background  when  one  of 
their  members  narrated  an  in- 
spiring selection,  written  by  a 
Marine  ,aud  entitled  "Honor, 
Duty,  Country." 

Principal  Gives  Talk 

Principal  Doris  Turpin,  who 
Started  the  movement  to  dedi- 
cate the  bust  of  Lincoln  and 
obtained  it  for  the  school,  gave 
a  welcoming  talk  and  told  the 
assembly  how  the  donation  of  | 
the  bronze  bust  came  about,     i 

The  students  brought  rocks 
which  they  selected  from  the  ; 
desert  and  thought  Mr.  Lincoln 
would  have  Irked;  the  "love  for 
Lincoln"  pedestal  of  stones  is 
beside  the  bronze  bust.  It  is  an 
individual  expression  of  love 
and  respect  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln from  the  more  than  400 
students  in  the  school. 

Mayor  Henry  B.  Clark  con- 
ducted the  program  and  intro- 
duced the  guests. 

Carl  Haverhn,  a  collector  of 
Lincoln  memorabilia,  gave  a 
unique  talk  to  the  children  about 
the  late  president  and  those  who 
study  his  life  and  times. 


Explanation  of  Pledge 

Student  Council  president, 
with  permission  of  Red  Skelton, ; 
read  an  explanation  of  the  | 
Pledge  of  Allegiance,  which  was 
presented  by  Skelton  on  one  of 
his  TV  programs. 

Paul  Lemeke,  vice  president 
of  the  Lincoln  School  council 
described  Lincoln  as  a  school 
drop-out,  then  went  on  to  tell  of 
the  many  advantages  in  educa- 
tion and  school  facilities  which 
children  today  enjoy  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  Lincoln's 
boyhood. 

Rev.  Kenneth  Savage  of  the 
University  Baptist  Church  gave 
the  invocation;  Dr.  Dean  Miller 
of  the  Palm  Desert  Community 
Church  gave  the  benediction. 


Desert  Sun  Daily  News 


Feb.  13,  1974 


Indio,  Calif. 


THANK  YOU  -  Lincoln  School  Principal  Doris  Turpin 
offers  thanks  to  La  Quinta  artist  Atanas  Katchamakoff 
for  sculpturing  a  bronze  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln 


(in  background)  for  the  school.  Almost  1 ,000  students 
and  adults  witnessed  dedication  ceremonies  Monday 
at  the  school.  (Desert  Sun  photo) 


Daily  News  of  Desert  Sun 


Endio,  Calif.   Feb.  13,  1974 


Lincoln  School's  'Finest  Hour' 


By  JOHN  HUSSAR 
Staff  Writer 

PALM  DESERT  -  Principal 
Doris  Turpin  called  it  Lincoln 
School's  finest  and  proudest 
hour. 

The  hour  was  when  a  bronze 
bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
unveiled  Monday  before  almost 
1,000  students,  teachers  and 
members  of  the  community. 

The  bust  is  a  gift  to  the  school 
from  La  Quinta  artist  Atanas 
Katchamakoff. 

It  now  sits  on  a  huge  boulder 
in  front  of  the  school.  Next  to 
it,  is  another  pedestal  built 
from  rocks  the  school's  stu- 
dents had  collected. 

The  plaque  on  the  pedestal 
reads:  "These  stones  were  se- 


lected with  love  for  the  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  School,  Feb.  11, 
1974." 

Master  of  Ceremonies,  Palm 
Desert  Mayor  Hank  Clark, 
introduced  the  29  Palms 
Marine  Corps  Band,  under  the 
direction  of  Master  Sgt.  J.S. 
Castillo. 

The  band  played  while  the 
U.S.  Marine  Corp  Color  Guard 
raised  the  flag  given  to  the 
school  by  Dan  Hollingsworth, 
the  district  representative  for 
Congressman  Victor  Veysey. 
The  American  flag  had  once 
flown  over  the  nation's  capitol. 

Among  the  music  played  by 
the  Marine  Corps  Band  was  a 
rendition  of  "Duty,  Honor, 
Country"  while  fc  Marine  cor- 


poral delivered  a  Fourth  of  July 
like  narration. 

In  return  for  the  donation  of 
the  bust  (sculptured  by  Kat- 
chamakoff from  125  pho-  " 
tographs),  the  school's  stu- 
dents gave  Katchamakoff  a 
black-framed  plaque  signed  by 
student  council  president 
Charles  Harris. 

The  plaque  is  a  personal 
thanks  from  the  students  lor 
the  bust  "on  a  day  we  will 
remember  always." 

Among  the  guests  on  the 
center  stage  were:  Clark,  Tur- 
pin, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Katchama- 
koff, School  Superintendent  Dr. 
Harold  Schoenfeld,  Riverside 
County  Supervisor  Al  McCand- 
less,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Haver- 
lin,  past  president  Broadcast- 
ing Music  of  America. 

Other  guests  included:  Lin- 
coln School  student  vice-pres- 
ident Paul  Lemcke,  George 
Mitchell,  president  of  the 
Desert  Sands  Unified  School 
District  board  of  trustees;  D. 
Dean  Miller,  The  Reverend 
Kenneth  Savage  and  Hollings- 
worth. 

Margaret  Brito,  student 
Council  representative,  formal- 
ly unveiled  the  bust  of  Lincoln. 
Mrs.  Turpin  said  a  booklet 
of  poems  and  short  stories 
about  the  famous  President  by 
the  students  will  be  printed  and 
available  to  the  public  in  about 
six  months. 

The  hour-and-a-half  ceremo- 
ny Monday  climaxed  a  year  of 
preparation. 

Almost  a  year  ago,  Kat- 
chamakoff was  invited  to  the 
adjacent  Palm  Desert  Middle 
School  to  speak  to  classes. 

Almost  a  year  ago,  Kat- 
chamakoff was  invited  to  the 
adjacent  Palm  Desert  Middle 
School  to  speak  to  classes. 

When  he  was  introduced  to 
Mrs.  Turpin,  Katchamakoff 
asked: 


"Young  lady,  if  this  is  Lin- 
coln School,  I  don't  see  any- 
thing here  that  reminds  me  of 
Lincoln." 

Mrs.  Turpin  recalled  that 
story  during  the  ceremony  say- 
ing Katchamakoff  had  agreed 
to  design  a  monument. 

Mrs.  Turpin  also  publically 
thanked  Ray  Hill  for  donating 
time  and  financial  aid  to  the 
installation  of  the  bust.  He 
helped  Katchamakoff  plant 
flowers  and  trees  around  the 
two  pedestals.  She  said  Hill  has 
no  children  attending  Lincoln. 

A  reception  following  the  de- 
dication ceremony  was  open  to 
the  guests. 


Feb.  13,  1974 


Daily  News 


Indio.  Calif. 


LINCOLN  SCHOOL  DEDICATION  —  Girl  Scout  Mar- 
garet  Brito,  center,  holds  cloth  which  covered  the  bronze 
head  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  background.  Margaret  repre- 
sented the  school's  student  body  and  acted  for  them 
when  she  unveiled  the  statue.  Participants  in  dedication 


ceremonies  are,  left  to  right,  Supervisor  Al  McCandless, 
sculptor  and  donor  of  the  statue,  Atanas  Katchamakoff; 
Margaret  Brito,  Mayor  Henry  B.  Clark,  and  Lincoln 
School  Principal  Doris  Turpin. 

Staff  Photo 


April  3,  1974 


Ms.  Doris  Turpin,  Principal 

Lincoln  School 

74  100  Rut ledge 

Pain  Desert,  Calif.  92260 

Dear  Ms.  Turpin: 

Thank  you  for  your  recent  letter  informing  us  of  the  unveiling 
of  a  Lincoln  bust  at  your  school.  As  we  maintain  a  permanent  file 
containing  information  on  Lincoln  statuary,  we  are  certainly  pleased 
to  receive  the  clippings.  Our  clipping  files  are  utterly  dependent 
on  such  efforts  as  yours. 

Yours  truly, 


Mark  R.  Necly,  Jr, 
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